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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0027 HLC DATE:  July 26, 2010 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANT:  Laura Smith, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Edgar and Mattie Blum House 
 
WATERSHED:  Town Lake 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  615 W. Mary Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from family residence – neighborhood plan (SF-3-NP) combining district to family residence 
– historic landmark – neighborhood plan (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
The ca. 1894 house was moved from 1312 S. 1st Street when it was threatened with 
demolition in 1998.  It is significant in the areas of architecture and history being an intact 
example of a vernacular Victorian wing-and-gable plan house with associations with Edgar 
and Mattie Blum, who operated a mom-and-pop grocery store for many years on S. 1st 
Street next to this house and who represent the historical development of S. 1st Street, 
which had a number of small family-owned groceries in its heyday in the 1920s and 1930s. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive 
Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Bouldin Creek Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
One-story wing-and-gable plan vernacular Victorian frame house with a partial-width 
independent porch on plain square wood posts and a plain vertical picket railing. 

Historical Associations: 
The house was originally located at 1312 S. 1st Street, on the west side of the street between 
Gibson and Elizabeth Streets (now the site of a condominium project).  This area was originally 
part of the James E. Bouldin Estate; the Bouldin home was at the current site of Becker 
Elementary School, but was razed many years ago.  The Bouldin family heirs eventually sold 
off most of their land, including the area facing S. 1st Street between Gibson and Elizabeth 
Streets.  David W. Bouldin, the son of Col. James E. Bouldin, managed the family property 
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after Col. James E. Bouldin died in 1876.  In 1893, David W. Bouldin sold the original site of 
this house to Arthur J. Terrell, a grandson of Col. Bouldin.  Arthur Terrell is not listed in the 
1893-94 city directory, but is listed in the 1895-96 directory as living on the north side of W. 
Elizabeth Street, 3 blocks west of Newton Street, which would be the general vicinity of the 
original site of this house, and corresponds to the ownership records of the property.  Terrell 
sold the property in 1895 to Winston D. Miller and his wife, Mildred.  The Millers never lived 
in the house; he first appears in the 1898-99 directory as a dairyman living at the northwest 
corner of 1st and James in the Bouldin Addition.  The 1897-98 city directory also places Arthur 
Terrell in a rooming house at 106 E. 2nd; he was working as a clerk, so it is clear that he had 
moved from South Austin by that time.  However, it is not clear who was living in this house 
between 1897 and 1905.  Terrell does not appear in the directories after 1898-99, when he was 
living at the Capitol Hotel and working as a clerk.  Miller is listed as a dairyman living at 1st 
and James Streets until 1905, when his dairy is listed as being at Wilson and Crockett Streets.   
 
The 1905 city directory is the first which has a cross-reference for addresses, but the addresses 
in South Austin did not have house numbers.  The directory does list cross streets, but due to 
the dog-leg of Elizabeth Street as it crossed S. 1st, it is difficult to determine who lived in this 
house.  Herman L. Achilles, who operated a feed and grocery store at S 1st and Elizabeth, 
apparently lived south of Elizabeth Street on the west side of S. 1st, while Dowie Kitchen, a 
carpenter, may have lived in this house in 1905.  He is also listed on the north side of Elizabeth 
Street on S. 1st Street and above the listing for Achilles.  What is clear is that while the Millers 
owned the property, from 1895 to 1911, the house was a rental unit.  The first city directory 
which lists the address of 1312 S. 1st Street is 1910-11, and lists Mrs. Margaret M. Britt, a 
widow, at this address.  Mrs. Britt had no occupation listed.  J.T. Parker purchased the 
property from the Millers in 1911, but it does not appear that he ever lived on the property 
either.  City directories show William D. Chunn, a clerk at Scott Cabaniss’ grocery and feed 
store at 207 Congress Avenue, as the occupant through 1914.  Ralph A. Chunn is shown as the 
occupant of the house in the 1916 city directory, which is also the first time that the store 
building which used to be at 1314 S. 1st Street is listed.  Chunn operated a grocery store in the 
wood-frame building just south of the original site of this house.  Ralph and Myrtle Chunn, 
along with Mrs. Augusta Ann Cox, a Georgia-born widow, purchased the property from J.T. 
Parker in 1917; Mrs. Cox is listed as the owner and occupant in the directories of 1918 and 
1920; she operated a grocery store at 1314 S. 1st Street.  Mrs. Cox apparently fell behind in her 
mortgage; James E. Bouldin II foreclosed on the property in 1920.  From 1920 through1929, 
the house was again a rental, the renters from 1927 to 1930 being Edgar and Mattie Blum. 
 
Edgar L. and Mattie Blum appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as renters of 1312 S. 1st Street; deed 
records indicate that they purchased the property in 1930.  The census reports shows E.L. 
Blum as a 44-year old native Texan who is listed as the owner and manager of a grocery store.  
Mattie Blum was 37 and had been born in Texas.  They had two children, Dorothy, 16, and 
William 14.  Both children had been born in Texas as well.  City directories show that E.L. 
Blum also had a barber shop on Congress Avenue in the late 1920s and early 1930s in addition 
to the grocery store next door to their house.  The Blums maintained their grocery business on 
S. 1st Street until 1965; they were one of the last mom-and-pop businesses left on what had 
been a street full of small groceries.  In an article on the closing of their store in the American-
Statesman, the Blums related that they began to lose their business around 1961 when S. 1st 
Street was paved and people began going to shopping centers rather than shopping in the 
neighborhood.  Edgar Blum died in 1968; Mattie Blum continued to live in the house until her 
death in 1976.  Their daughter, Dorothy, who had married Doyle O’Brien, moved into the house 
after her mother passed away.  Dorothy had worked as a deputy assessor for Travis County.  
She sold the house in 1983, and the house became a rental property again.  In 1996, the First 
Citizens Bank of Tyler purchased the property, and in 1998, the bank sought demolition of this 
house and another small house to the north, both of which had been boarded up and subject to 
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vandalism.  The case went before the Historic Landmark Commission, and a purchaser of the 
house moved it to its current location at the corner of S. 2nd  and West Mary Streets pursuant 
to a Certificate of Appropriateness.  File notes indicate that the house would be designated as a 
historic landmark at that time, but the designation was never realized.  The house was 
restored at its new site.  The current owner, Laura Smith, purchased the house in 2005. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  04010211010000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 8, Block E, James E. Bouldin Addition 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $3,965 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,086. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $377,780 
 
PRESENT USE:  Residence 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:   
Laura Raines Smith 
615 W. Mary Street 
Austin, Texas 78704 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1894 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  None. 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Arthur J. Terrell (1894) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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615 W. Mary Street 
ca. 1894 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
615 W. Mary Street 

(Moved from 1312 S. 1st Street in 1998) 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2010 
 
1992  Michael W. Priest, renter 

Commercial artist 
 
1985-86 Sebastian Rodriguez, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Sebastian Rodriguez was a new resident at 
this address. 

 
1980  Dorothy O’Brien, owner 
  Retired 
 
1976  Dorothy O’Brien, (not listed as owner) 
  Deputy County Assessor 
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1972  Mattie L. Blum, owner 

Widow, Edgar L. Blum 
  Retired 
 
1967  Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum, owners 
  Retired 
 
1963  Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum, owners 

Proprietor, E.L. Blum Grocery Store, 1314 S. 1st Street. 
 
1958  Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum, owners 
  Proprietor, E.L. Blum Grocery Store, 1314 S. 1st Street. 
 
1953  Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum, owners 

Proprietor, E.L. Blum Grocery Store, 1314 S. 1st Street. 
 
1949  Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum, owners 
  Proprietor, E.L. Blum Grocery Store, 1314 S. 1st Street. 
 
1947  Vacant 

NOTE:  Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum are listed as living at the grocery store, 1314 
S. 1st Street. 

 
1944-45 Doyle L. and Dorothy O’Brien, renters 
  Mechanic 

NOTE:  E.L. and Mattie Blum lived and had their grocery store next door at 1314 
S. 1st Street. 

 
1941  Doyle L. and Dorothy O’Brien, renters 

Doyle: Employed by Smith Motors, Lincoln-Zephyr and Mercury cars, 201 
Colorado Street. 

Dorothy: Office secretary, Al DeViney Insurance, 610 Lavaca Street. 
 
1939  Edgar L. and Mattie Blum, owners 
  Edgar:  Proprietor, Central Barber Shop, 215 Congress Avenue. 
  Mattie:  Proprietor, grocery store, 1314 S. 1st Street. 
 
1937  Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum, owners 
  Edgar:  Proprietor, Central Barber Shop, 215 Congress Avenue. 
  Mattie:  Proprietor, grocery store, 1314 S. 1st Street. 
 
1935  Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum, owners 
  Edgar:  Proprietor, Central Barber Shop, 215 Congress Avenue. 
  Mattie:  Proprietor, E.L. Blum Grocery, 1314 S. 1st  Street. 
 
1932-33 Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum, owners 
  Edgar:  Barber, 215 Congress Avenue 
  Mattie:  Proprietor, E.L. Blum Grocery, 1314 S. 1st Street. 
 
1930-31 Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum, owners 
  Edgar:  Barber, 215 Congress Avenue 
  Mattie:  Proprietor, E.L. Blum Grocery, 1314 S. 1st Street. 
 
1929  Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum, renters 
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  Proprietor, E.L. Blum Grocery and Barber Shop, 1314 S. 1st Street. 
 
1927  Edgar L. and Mattie L. Blum, renters 

Barber, 116 ½ Congress Avenue, and proprietor, grocery store, 1314 S. 1st 
Street. 

 
1924  Clyde and Minnie Ross, renters 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  Edgar and Mattie Blum are not listed in the directory. 
NOTE:  The address of 1314 S. 1st Street is not listed in the directory. 

 
1922  Thomas R. and Lizzie Shugart, renters 

Grademan, City of Austin 
 
1920  Mrs. Augusta A. Cox, owner 

Widow, Francis M. Cox 
No occupation listed 

 
1918  Mrs. Augusta A. Cox Grocery Store 

Mrs. Augusta A. Cox, proprietor 
NOTE:  Mrs. Cox lived at 1308 S. 1st Street. 

 
1916  Ralph A. Chunn 
  Proprietor, grocery store, 1314 S. 1st Street. 
 
1914  William D. Chunn 
  Clerk, Scott Cabaniss Grocery and Feed, 207 Congress Avenue. 
 
1912-13 William D. Chunn 
  Clerk, Scott Cabaniss Grocery and Feed, 207 Congress Avenue. 
 
1910-11 Margaret M. Britt 
  Widow, John Britt 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  William D. Chunn is not listed in the directory. 
NOTE:  This is the first directory to list a house number with the street address. 
NOTE:  In the 1909-10 city directory, Mrs. Britt is listed as living at the northwest 
corner of S. 1st and Gibson Streets, which is a block north of the original site of 
this house.  Mrs. Britt does not appear in the 1910 U.S. Census report.  

 
NOTE:  It is unclear who occupied the house between 1895 and 1910.  The house was owned 
by W.D. Miller, Jr., a dairy operator who lived at the northwest corner of S. 1st and James 
Streets, and this house was used as a rental property but because city directories of the period 
did not list house numbers, it is difficult to determine who the occupants were.  The 1895-96 city 
dirtectory shows Arthur Terrell living on the north side of W. Elizabeth Street, 3 blocks west of 
Newton Street; he also owned the property from 1893 to 1895, then sold it to Miller. 
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Permit for water service for the house when it was still located at 1312 S. 1st Street (1934) 

 

 
Building permit to E.L. Blum to repair fire damage (1957) 

 

 
The 1935 Sanborn map is the first to show this area of the city and shows the house at 1312 S. 
1st Street (second building in from the bottom) and the store at 1314 S. 1st Street (at the bottom 
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right of the map (corner Elizabeth Street).  The 1962 Sanborn map shows the same 
configuration of buildings. 
 

 
Obituary of Edgar L. Blum 

Austin American, August 26, 1968 
 
 
 

 
Obituary of Mattie Blum 

Austin American-Statesman, May 23, 1976 
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This 1957 plat map shows the E.L. Blum tract on S. 1st Street north of Elizabeth Street.  
Raymond Canion owned the land on the south side of Elizabeth Street – his address was 
historically 1412 S. 1st Street.  Nothing remains of the Canion homestead. Beyond the 
Canion property was the Kitchen property, now 1506 S. 1st, and still standing. 
 



4.A.10 - 12 

 



4.A.10 - 13 

 
 



4.A.10 - 14 

 
 



4.A.10 - 15 

 
 



4.A.10 - 16 

 
 

 
 
 
 



4.A.10 - 17 

 
 



4.A.10 - 18 

 
 



4.A.10 - 19 

 
 



4.A.10 - 20 

 
 



4.A.10 - 21 

 
 



4.A.10 - 22 

 
 



4.A.10 - 23 

 
 



4.A.10 - 24 

 
 



4.A.10 - 25 

 
 



4.A.10 - 26 

 


